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directly between Berlin and Rome; the Austro-Hungarian ministers learned only so much of the course of these negotiations as seemed proper to the German and Italian statesmen.
The frequently expressed surmise that these negotiations probably had a long and stormy course is confirmed by the present investigation. In order to limit the scope of the work as much as possible, the general political conditions under which the negotiations were carried on have been discussed only in so far as is necessary for a proper understanding. It is not the purpose of this work to give the history of the Triple Alliance, but merely that of the treaties on which this Alliance was founded. For the same reason no attempt has been made to sketch the characters of the leading persons involved, or to pass judgment upon what they achieved.
However, it may not be out of place to sketch briefly in this introductory chapter the most important results obtained by a study of the documents. The reader will thus find it easier to follow the course of the negotiations, which is often intricate enough.
Let it be emphasized first of all that the Triple Alliance is by no means to be regarded as supplanting the Austro-Hungarian-German treaty of October 7, 1879. On the contrary, it did not impair the validity of that treaty in any way. Independently of the treaty which the Central Powers concluded with Italy in 1882 (a treaty four times renewed), the Austro-Hungarian-German treaty, from October, 1879, to the outbreak of the World War, constituted the basis of action of the Central Powers in all questions of foreign policy, most especially as concerns their relation to Russia. For in none of the treaties of the Triple Alliance is Russia mentioned as that power, upon whose single and unprovoked attack upon one of the allies the casus foederis was to be considered established for the other two. The duty of giving aid in this case devolved exclusively upon Germany and Austria-Hungary, to the extent provided for in the treaty of October,
1879-
Furthermore, it may be pointed out, in this connection, that the repeated assertion that the two powers had, as early as 1879,